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‘Qaddaf; s sald_
To Yoice T}amgt '
| éwa:mst Reagan

3
leyan‘dxctator Muammar Qad )

daf' who-organized - .more than on
 assassinatiory : plot . against 3, his
' archnvag\Anwa: Sadat, hashis* e}a;

“on even bigger quarry:-Ronald' Rea:. ~"cuss the criminal charges outstand~

gan. He confided as much-in.a tele-

- phone ‘conversation-with-BEthiopian >+

strongman- Mengistu: Haile Mananr
'last Augustr "¢ v

The - call ;. was- mtercepted and

- translated hy the; National Security:

» Agency, which:: reported - the- sub- -

“stance of the oonversatwn to. the
" Whits House,*sources told- ‘my asso-
. ciaie Dale Van,Atta. v

- The dlsturbnng- conversatlon ‘oer
curred on-‘the: weekend following a
particularly galling humiliation for
Qaddafi, the shooting’ down by.
American fliers of two'Libyan jeh in’
-the Mediterranean. Expressing anger:
over the’incident, Qaddafi vowed:
that he would go ahead with plans bo§
have Reagan assassinated, '™

" “This was no spur-of-the-moment:

“decision or casual braggadocio to
impress a fellow dictator. Just the-
week -hefore the aerial eacounter, a~
Libyan group called “Free .Unionist:
Officers” had : vowed . publicly - to -
exact revenge for any harm to Qad;«
_dafi by altacking “U.S..interests any-

3 wnere, ) and seekmg“thepnyswal
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liquidation” of Americans, beginning
with Reagan.
Besides the shooting down of his

>+ jets, Qaddaft may have had another,
“’_.;, more personal, reason to want ven- °

geance on the United States, As I've
reported, fugitive ex-CIA agent Ed..

‘Wilson, who kad been’ hiding out i in:.
; Tnpoh, made a secret visit to Rome

in July to hold a series of. meetmgs(
with U.S. officials, ostensnbly to dis-v

ing against him in this country..-s.

STAT

- TIugene 1aavyd, UIe Iormer Green
Beret accused of shooting a Liby van
exile student in Colorado a year ago,
worked for Wilson in Libya, and vig~

. ited him in Tripoli just before the'

“Colorado shooting. .
% In - addition, Wilson * is charaea
w1th -attempting to- arrange the as-

““sassination of another Qaddafi cntxc

.:by three ‘anti-Castro' Cubans who
had once worked for the CIA. <. A

Anether Wllson-Terpll associata,
.:-J0seph. G. McEkoy, 15 suspectedsuz

Intelligence sources said that one. --Supplying. weapons to Qaddafi hit

of.the U.S. officials was'the CIA’s’

station chief in Rome; and-that: he .
was assigned to get Wilson’s coop--:
eration in the assassination of Qad-
dafi. The CIA reportedly planned to -
employ a po;soned dart. dlsgmsed as
a black fly. -

If this gave Qaddaﬁ some mstxﬁ-
cation for an attack on Reagan, he
clearly doesn’t Jack the means or the
determination to try. In April, 1980;
he warned . Libyan . expatriates to -

come home or suffer “physical elim= -
ination.” Since-then, at: least. 10 anti-",
Qaddafi ‘exiles have been murdered

in Italy, West Germany, ~ Bntam;

Greece and the United States.:

A common threat that ruhs.

through these killings seemsto be a -

ring of American renegades who ran- -

with Wilson and his sidekick, Frank

Terpn! another ex-CIA ‘agent. Terpil =
7-15 beheved to be hxdmo' out in Bej--

H e

L.

3, Rome, as does WxIsonslawyer.

R s

 squads, although he denies it. . 2]

For.-years, - meanwhile, Qaddafi
had been trying to knock off Sadat:
- The Libyan strongman concocted-s
“new-assassination plot “ every three
. to six months”: “one* intelligence

J source said. I perscnally asked Qad'*

dafi about reports. that he was trying
to arrange Sadat’s demise, The Libs
yan leader told me: “Sadat will be
eliminated by the Egyptian people.”
Footnote: The CIA has emnhat»

“ically: denied planning or talkmg

‘about- an- assaxmahon attempt orr-
-Qaddafi with Wilson or anyone else.
A agency: spokesman pointed out”
‘that a standmg executive order pro~
}ublts the CIA from « engagmv in or"
 conspiring“to engage in assassina-:
“tion,” “and Insists the agency hasn't
violated that order: He even demed

+

~that-the CIA met- with" Wilsom m

C.‘m--i
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